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Interview with Officer Oakes:

Officer Cory Oakes
Swing shift / Assignment: C-330
3 years with RPD

On 02-26-13 at approximately 0300 hours, | interviewed Officer Corey Oakes ln the Conference
Room at the Magnolia Avenue Police Station. The interview was digitally recorded and later
downloaded to the server for future reference. Among those present.during the interview were
Detective Ron Sanfilippo, Deputy DA Daima Calhoun, DA Investigator Ricardo.Fuentes, and
Attorney Kasey Sirody with the law offices of Lackle Dammeler McGIII & Ethler e

Officer Oakes said that on 03-25-13 at approxnmately 2045 hours he was on: duty and partnered
with Officer K. Wilder. Both officers were dressed in full-police uniform and they were driving a
marked patrol car. Officer Oakes was dnvrng the patrol car.in the area of Arlington Avenue and
the airport when he heard Officer Disla‘yelling on the radio. Officer Oakes said it sounded like
Officer Disla was chasing someone so he responded to Officer Disla’s location at 7911 Arlington
code three with lights and sirens. Officer Oakes said he pulled into the Peppertree Apartments
and turned right towards the east.gate. He.chose to turn towards the east gate because he saw
several marked units were “alréady parked near the west gate and only one other unit went
towards the east gate. Officer Oakes said: he foIIowed that unit that was later identified as being
Officer Fast and Offlcer Borngrebe "

Officer Oakes said: the other unlt stopped just outS|de the east gate and both officers were out of
their patrol car with their guns drawn towards the suspect vehicle. They were face to face with
the suspect’s gray Honda that-was trying to exit the gate. The suspect suddenly put his car in
reverse and-drove backwards at a high rate of speed (Approximately 30 MPH) to get away from
the officers. Offlcer Qakes said that both of the other officers were still out of their patrol car.
Officer Oakes said he had enough room to maneuver around their patrol car so he drove around

the other offlcers and chased the suspect vehicle.

N The suspect contlnued to drlve his vehicle in reverse while being chased by Officer Oakes and

his partner Officer Wilder. Officer Oakes said he got on the radio to advise that the suspect was
most. likely going to try and exit out the west gate. Another unknown officer then got on the

_radio and said that the west gate was blocked off. When they reached the west gate Officer
/" Qakes said he saw a black car blocking it. The suspect vehicle slowed down and at that point
) ’fJ;f,Officer Oakes‘sa‘id he thought the suspect was going to foot bail.

The suspect drove around the black car still in reverse and Officer Oakes followed him beyond
the gate. As they passed through the gate Officer Oakes said he saw an officer later identified
as Officer Papp on foot with his gun drawn ordering the suspect to stop. The suspect vehicle

“did not comply and in fact he struck the gate near the officer with his car. The suspect backed

up through the gate and headed in the only direction possible which was east. Officer Oakes
said he saw the suspect vehicle come to a stop. He thought at that point that the suspect was
going to exit his car and run. Officer Oakes said he pulled his patrol car up to where he could
cut off the suspect if he did get out and run. He saw the suspect reaching around the front cab
of the car for something but it's unknown what it was. Officer Oakes said it no longer appeared
that the suspect was going to exit his car and run. Officer Oakes said he drew his weapon from
his holster. The suspect revved the engine of his car and accelerated towards the patrol car
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from approximately 20’ away. At that point Officer Oakes feared for his life and he decided to
shoot the suspect. He fired what he believed was a total of seven rounds at the windshield from
a seated position in the driver seat. The suspect’s vehicle impacted the driver side door of the
patrol car. Officer Oakes said he heard Officer Wilder make several- commands for the suspect; s
to stop his car but the suspect did not comply. ~ i ’

After the shooting, Officer Oakes said he was trapped inside his patrol.car by the suspects
vehicle. Officer Oakes said he warned the other officersthat he was putting his patrol car in
reverse to allow himself to open the driver side door. He‘backed the patrol‘car up farenough to
free himself from the driver's seat. Officer Oakes sa|d at the tlme of the. shootlng he was not
aware if any other officer on scene fired their weapon '’ e

For complete details of Officer Oakes’ mtervuew refer to the transcrlpts mcluded with the case
book. , , ;
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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. CORY OAKES
Q=Det. (Mike) Medici '
Q1=Kasey Sirody P,
Q2=Det. (Ron) Sanfilippo
A=Ofc. Cory Oakes' = =

Okay. This is Detectwe (Mlke) Medlcl Agaln thlS is reference police report
number P13026517; Uh, it's February 26, 2013: The time is now, uh, 3:07 in
the morning. . Um we are here with Officer Cory Oakes. Inthe room, uh, is
Kasey — God I'm gonna do thls again... /

I'm gonna make you )

Slrody Seeg?" Um Detectlve (Ron) Sanfilippo, Daima Calhoune from the

DA'S Officehere in Riverside: Let me get your information, okay, and then

we'll start.. So spell your ‘last name for me?

;O A—K E S
You re an ofﬁcef ‘w1th city Riverside here.
) Yes,; s1r'i‘.:r_"; ' 

| F ifst name is Cory?

” Yes, C-O-R-Y.

Okay. What, uh, designator were you tonight?
Uh, C330.

That was a two-man ride tonight?

Yes, sir.

And who was your partner?

Officer (Wilder).
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Do you remember the unit you were driving? And if you don't, that's fine.
No.

Okay. Um, what, uh, what shift do you worky"?" N

Uh, swing shift.

You're wearing a police uniform rlght now; standard Rlver51de PD uniform.
[s that the same uniform you were Wearlng tomght'7

Yes, sir.

Okay And the patrol car that’ you were dr1v1ng 1s a fully marked patrol car,
um, 1n51gn1as on it from Riverside, llght bar

Yes, 51r

the whole shebang Okay Okay, I guess you were called out to 7911

Arllngton tonight; uh, which is'an apartment complex at Peppertree Place. Do
. you want to: run down to me how how this happened and, uh, how you got

1nvolved"

Yes,sir.”
= Okay

Um, ] Wés in the area of, uh, Arlington and the airport, uh, watching traffic

pass. ‘At that time, I heard on the radio, I believe it was Officer Disla start
screaming that, uh — yelling, very excited. Sounded like he was chasing

... 'somebody. Um, dispatch, I believe, said where he was, so I started
~ # responding code three. Um, while responding, I asked my partner, Officer

(Wilder), what was going on. He told me that there was — the call was a GTA.
I asked, you know, what the plate was, or some questions telling me what was
going on when I got on the scene. Um, we pulled into the — the Peppertrees.
Uh, I saw units were already on the left. Uh, the two main entrances. The
main entrance off Arlington and then two gates to get into the, uh, complex.

A west gate and an east gate. I saw a bunch of units were already on the west
gate. Uh, right when I pulled in, I saw just one unit goin' to the east side. So I
decided to follow that unit. Um, as I was — as I was following that unit, that
unit stopped as it was turning the corner to get into the complex. I rounded
the corner, I saw both officers out of the car, and they had a car at gunpoint.
Uh, there was a driver in the car, the police car and the suspect vehicle were
head to head when I saw it. Uh, shortly after that, I saw the officer and
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suspect vehicle, um, flip it into reverse and start accelerating at a high rate of
speed in reverse, uh, through the apartment complex. Both the officers in the
police car were still out of the car, so I had enough room to maneuver mycar .
around theirs. Um, excuse me. I'll (umntelllglble) ~

Sure.

The, uh, suspect vehicle continued in reverse through the apartment complex
Uh, I hopped on the radio, I told 'em what we were doing, I was chasing the —
the car through the rear of the apartment complex Talso hopped on the radio
and said that it was likely that; uh, it was‘gonnatry to exit through the west
gate. Uh, someone hopped on the radio and said that they — they had it
blocked off. Or somethmg like that, Anyway, I continued to follow the
suspect vehicle as it was in reverse. “Uh, sure enough we went to the west
gate. Um, he slowed down a 11tt1e bit because = itlooked like there was a
civilian car, there was a black car, sort of parked, uh, blocking the gate.
Suspect vehlcle slowed down. Uh, I thought that he was gonna — he was
gonna foot bail at that point. So I positioned my car a little bit more to the
right to'block him off when he exited the car. Turned out he didn't. He
actually went around the civilian car, uh, at which point I corrected my car,

_went left, followed him. I saw there was an officer at the gate, uh, with his

gun drawn,,pdi‘nted at the siispect vehicle, uh, yelling, "Stop," or something
similar to that, the suspect-car. The suspect car didn't slow down and actually
hit the gate, uh, very close to where the officer was. Uh, right then, I knew

fthat he had no regard for, uh, for us. At least that was my mindset. So I

followed him through the gate. Uh, he was still in reverse. Once you get out

= of the west gate, there's no other way to go except east, uh, to the main
" .. entrance on Arlington. So sure enough, he backed up, east, um, and I saw his

car was trying to slow down. So I thought there was officers there that were
gonnablock him. Again, I thought that he was gonna foot bail. So I
positioned my car a little bit more ahead so then he would open the door, I

... 'would be ready. Inoticed his car stopped. At that point, the — you know, I
7 thought he was gonna foot bail. I get my gun out of my holster. Uh, I keep

my eyes on him the whole time. I notice he's reaching around for something,
uh, it doesn't quite look like he's gonna get out. Uh, at that point, I hear the
engine of the car, uh, rev, uh, the RPM’s and the car begins to accelerate
toward me. Uh, at that moment, [ was in fear for my life. I thought he was
gonna ram my police car and possibly kill me. That's when I decided to, uh,
shoot at the suspect.

Okay. Anything else before I kinda go over it again?
No, sir, I believe that...

Okay.
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136
137 A ....covered everything
138 2 St ' .
139 Q: Um, the initial police officers — you — when you went to east gate, you saw
140 two officers out of their car. Do you know who they were?. o o Hy,
141 G, ;
142 A: At the time, I did not. I—1know who theyﬂ are now. .
143
144 Q: Who — who do you think they are now?
145 v
146 A: Officer Fast and Officer Borrigrebe
148 Q: Okay. They were a partneriteam as Well tonight‘7 o 3
149 P
150 A: Yes, sir. | thmk they were domg a, DUI patrol
151
152 Q: Okay. And you know what, Cory, [ don't thmk I asked you how long you've
153 been an officer. How long have you been a police officer?
154 ¢ R
155 A I- I 11 be sworn three years in June
Q Q: Okay.
159 A Nearly three years. .. "
160 @ Ny ey,
161 Q: - And that's with: RPD?
163 . A .. Yes,sir. t
164 - 3 )
165" Q: - Any other agencies?
166 4 b, ¥
167 A% .». No, sir.
1687 .
169 Q: ' Okay. So this car's gone in reverse, uh, which is pretty incredible, for the
170 1A\ length of time it was in reverse.
171
172 A Yes, sir.
174 Q: What did you estimate the speed at? Uh, if you can.
175
176  A: Uh, possibly 30, 30 miles an hour?
177
Q: Okay. Which in reverse is a pretty good clip, I guess, huh?
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Yeah, the — I mean, the — the apartment was very winedy. It'snota—a
straight shot to get through it. Uh, to be honest, I was pretty 1mpressed with
his driving skills to be doing that in reverse. ,

Okay. At any point in time, how close do you thlnk because you were face 4
to face now. You're — you're goin' forward, he's goin' reverse, you guysa are
lookin' at each other. How close do you thlnk you were: to hlm‘? .

Uh, maybe 20 feet.

Okay. Any reaction to him looking at you" Any fa01a1 expressmns any —
what was your take on that‘7 : ¢ ~

I saw that he had a panlcked look on hlS face. Um; from what I remember
driving, following him, his mair‘goncern, thought was looking over his
shoulder, makmg sure he didn't crash Uh he didn't spend a whole lot of time
looking at me ~ 7 v )

Okay:;”' So he was turned over his sholﬂder, looking in reverse.

Yes

He makes 1t all the way, over to the west gate, which is blocked. Um, and you
heard that traffic come over the radio, so you knew there was gonna be a

fblocked gate over there"

e I— I assumed’ there would be. I -1 heard on the radio that they — they had it
blocked I’dldnt know what that meant. But...

So Whergi’you got over there, in fact, it was blocked. Right?

| By — by the vehicle? There was a car blockin' that gate?

Yes. It looked like it was a civilian car
Okay. Um, suspect car clears that in reverse, correct?
Yes.

And, uh, ends up, as you said, going east. 'Cause that's the only way you can
exit that area.

Yes.
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When you pull forward, um, or — or let me backtrack You said you saw an
officer standing by the gate. e &

Yes.

Any idea who that was?

At the time, I didn't know. But I know who it was. n0w g
Who is that?
Officer Pap.

Okay. By the gate, there s also’ kmd of a—ofa= of a wall, if you will, or a
stucco area. Do you know what I’m talkln about‘7

No.

Okay So when you sald you saw" Pap by the gate, was he — which side of the

gate was he on? North or south"

He son-— he was on the south side. The opposite side from where we were
comlng from '

Okfay. "And he had his gun out?

_Yes.

Whereftévas Officer Papp pointing his gun?

At the suspect vehicle.

Okay. Which was now on the other side of the gate? Right? It's on the south

side of the gate?

Once the suspect vehicle passed Officer Pap
Mm-hm.

... I did not — I did not see what he did.

Okay.
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Uh, before the suspect vehicle passed the gate, I saw Officer Pap pointing his
gun at the suspect vehicle. :

Did you ever see Lieutenant (Griffitts) there?

No.

Or his vehicle?
After the incident was done, I saw: Lleutenant (Grlfﬁtts) there %

Okay, but while this was occumng, you had no 1dea that hlS car was back
there. 7% = 75

No, sir.
You were focused on the suspect vehicle.:

Yes sir. '

At = at some pomt in time, When you passed through the gate as well, was that
._suspect vehlcle stopped’7 Or was it always moving?

I -as I passed | notlced it was, uh, coming to a stop — it did eventually stop.

Okay ‘And that is when you pulled up to block him from bailing, I think is

~ what you said?”

" Yes, I'mi‘,anticipating him opening his driver door.

Tell' me about the position of your car, uh, and driver's door in relation to the

.. front of his car.

The front of his car was pointing directly at my driver's door.

And how much separation do you think was between, say, the bumper and
your door?

Uh, maybe like 20 feet?
Okay.

Fifteen, 20 feet?
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So then at — at — at some point — and you were in the car — was your window
rolled up or down, do you know? e

My window was down. I was in the car.

Okay. Car door was closed?

Yes.
And then at — was it at this point you heardrevvmgor an éccéigfétion?
Yes, sir. i \ 9 ’

Okay. From approxifria{éli 20 feet orso ‘éikway?ﬁ Y &

Yes, sir. ’ W o

What does he do nest;’~~théI;1?ﬁ‘7‘ Does he just put it in drive and come at your
Vehkiclé?_ gy, A RS

Yes:

Okay. Doés it aétually, itnpaét your — your vehicle?

Yes, it does.
Soy you felt ‘the‘ impact of the car?

Ves. A"

Any commands by either yourself, any other officer that you heard or are

“, ‘aware of?

| Um, yes. Officer (Wilder), uh, was giving commands to the suspect, like, uh,

"Put your hands up."

Okay. And do you know when those commands, uh — and — and I realize a
lot's goin' through your head at this point, so I'm just trying to get an idea if
those commands came, uh, before he accelerated, after he accelerated, if you
know.

I believe it was the point between him still reversing and accelerating toward
us.

Okay.
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It's that moment where he was stopped and ﬁddhng around with the uh, what
I presume was the gear shifter. . £% -

Okay So he puts it in gear, he drives at you. At what point do you thmk
again, if you remember, when you actually ﬁred the ﬁrst shot‘7 Had he h1t you
first or not hit you first? \ % :

As soon as I saw the vehicle comingf, toWard me, uh’yithat‘:é when 'Iikn"’ew he
was going to ram me, and that's asi soon as l= I started ﬁrmg

Okay. And you fired through your open w1ndow I assume as opposed to
getting out of the car? : , . £

Yes. -1 had my I th1nk I had my gun partlally out the window.
Okay. ¢ ,,

The 1 bladed my body my on the 1n51de of the car.

,,_,Do you know where um, yous- your — your sight picture was as far as on the
..car? Was it-windshield, hood:..

It waswmdsh1e1d P

Okay. Um, no one el- else in his car, no other passengers in his vehicle that

» yousaw?
~ No. There was no one else in the car.
Okay. Did you hear anybody else besides yourself firing?

And do you know how many rounds you think you might've fired?
Initially, I thought I fired seven rounds.

Okay. Um, and initially, are you thinking differently now? And not that it
matters, [ — I'm just asking...

I was there when they charted my gun, and I fired eight rounds.

Okay. All right. Um, where did you feel the impact on your patrol car from —
from his vehicle?
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I felt his car hit my driver's side door.

Okay. Then what happened after that? There's an 1mpact the rounds are
fired, w- what happened then? o £

After that, I took a deep breath, uh, and [ reahzed I was trapped in the car
Because the suspect vehicle was resting against my car, ‘There was'no way to
go forward, uh, so I think he actually hit another car that was sott of sticking
out of the parking space a little bit.-Um, so/ started yelling to the officers
behind me that I was going to-reverse to make sure [ didn'thit them. Uh, at
that point, I didn't know if He had a weapon, if, uh, he was still able to use it
against me. So my priority was to get out of there. . Uh,so I yelled, "I'm — I'm
backin' up, I'm backin' up." 1 reversed _}ust enough to'open my door, and then
[-it—it Just Went from there )

Okay. Was your partner out of the car‘7 A 4

Inever -looked over a

Okay So you dont know one way or another whether he was still in the car
. with you or= or actually out of the car at that point?

No

1 kept my""'@eye"‘s on the suspect.

So you - you reversed the car to give you enough clearance to get out of the

car.

_“ Yes. Atthe end of me — my reversal, the suspect vehicle was then resting on,

you know, like the — where the — like the front of the quarter panel of my car.
Okay.
So my door was able to open.

Did you ever see him, um, TC into any other cars over there? Like
beforehand? Did you see him crash into a car?

No. Just the gate, and then [ saw him, uh, hit — I think a maroon Expedition or
something right before he stopped and then accelerated toward me.
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Okay. So you did see him impact the gate with what? Do you know? The —
the... ,

With, uh, the rear passenger side bumper of his car'- W

Okay. So he impacts the gate, and then at some pomt you dld see hlm 1mpact
the SUV that was out there? b,

Yes.

A-as well? And then all this happened froﬁ?:iha”i’;peint on?:
Yes, sir. o
Okay. You eveﬁ';seeﬁy this guybEforev

No. * B ,

To your knowledge‘7 Okay Were you part of the after plan here, the arrest
team 1f you w111 o remove h1m frorn the car?

No

Ok@y.r'}‘idhy:ou see_thefportion?

Yes.

Can you‘kindé just run that down to me?

Yes. Uh, I was standing both — first I got out of the car, um, everybody's —
body's asking me if I'm okay. Itold 'em I was. Uh, we formed up a team, we

f:walked around the outside of my car to the front, uh, over to the suspect. I
7 stayed back and, uh, stayed near the trunk of his car and kept cover, uh, 'cause

he was still moving. Uh, we were tellin' him not to move, but his — his body
was still jerking around. Um, at that point, there's probably four or five
officers on the — the driver's side. They opened the — the car door, um, and
pulled him out. At that point, I, uh, I was taken away by Sergeant Tipre I
didn't see what happened after that.

Who put out the shots fired call, do you know?
No, I don't know.

Okay. Did you hear it?
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No.
Okay. Um, and — and did you get on the air at all after: thlS turn of events?
No.

Okay. What about, uh, the medical aid? Do you know 1f uh 1t even arrlved
or when it arrived? Were you still there‘? N

Yes. I saw it arrive, I saw the — the two EM Ts or whoever uh AMR
employees, uh, walk over to him, but at tha:t,wpomt I -1 didn't stick around.

Okay.
I think I left w1th Ofﬁcer uh, (Putnam) at that pomt
Well, I certalnly dont expect you to know: how long it took 'em to get there,

but it seemed’ reasonable to you, amount ‘of time for the medical aid to get
there‘? : ?

_bYeah it was very. reasonable [ = I think — it seemed like maybe a few
. minutes after we pulled h1m out of the car that they were — they were there.

Mm-hm g He' nevegsmd, anything to you? The suspect?

Okay. Dld you notice any movement after he was out of the car at all?

No,

Okay (Ron)?

'k When you said (Wilder) was yelling commands. Was this when you guys just

passed the gate? From the passenger seat, he was yellin' the commands and
that?

Yes, it was when the suspect vehicle stopped...
Okay.
... and was pointing at our car. That's when he was — he was digging around.

We weren't sure what he was doing at the time until I heard the engine revving
and the car started moving. I realized he was actually shifting it into drive.
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Mm-hm.
We weren't sure if he was accessing a weapon, anythinfg'klkike that. =
Was — was (Wilder) still in the car when he was d‘o‘:‘ing that?, v

Yes.

Okay. Did you see another police car behind the ~su:sipeet‘?Vehicleat that point?
At that point, no.

Okay. Um, just a couple-of 11tt1e thlngs Uh the trunk in your car was up,
you know, just wondermg at the scene Do you know who was in your
trunk? Why the. trunk was up‘P’ - o

Uh, I'm not sure why the trunk was up

Okay:.. Um and then we'll go back to the shootlng real quick. Your mindset at
that pomt the reason you fired, you brought the gun up, you heard the

_revving, and —and your mindset at that point was — what — what was going
. through your mlnd at that pomt'7

At that pomt and espec1a11y after seein' him almost hit Officer Papp at that

fpomt I thought he was gonna try to kill me, uh, with his vehicle.

e Okay And then you fired you — you think maybe seven shots. And then the
' impact happened right after that? Or was it kinda simultaneous? Or you're

not sure"

At the time? It seemed like I got off most of the rounds before the impact.

After watchin' the video, it seemed like it was simultaneous.
Okay. Okay. And what's your I.D. number?

One five seven zero.

Okay.

Is there any reason to take a — a break?

No.
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Q: Uh, how about your end over there?
Ql: No.
Okay. Do you have any questions at all fqr us’? |
A: No, sir. > %
Q: Nothing? All right. It's, uh, just;ab’bﬁf 330We'11 endthe 1nterv1€w

This transcript has been reviewed with the audlo recordlng submltted and it is an accurate

transcrlptloré(é‘
Signed ré/—f’/




